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teach their wives and daughters. Then the faithfulness
of soldiers to their salt, as it is termed, i.e. their grati-
tude to those from whom, through many years, they
obtained their support, in troublous times has kept
those faithful to British rule who otherwise would have
taken part with comrades in rebellion. Still it is a fact
that gratitude is not a common virtue in India. The
Zemindars, who, by the prodigality of the British Govern-
ment, were raised from mere collectors of revenue into
the landholders of Bengal, when any attempt is made
to raise the revenue, however necessary the cause, cry
out as if an injustice were being done to them! The
educated classes write and speak savagely against the
Government, because, having provided costly establish-
ments for their instruction, whilst a comparatively small
amount is devoted to the education of the masses, it
does not also provide employment. Brahma, the
creator, is scarcely worshipped in the present day,
because, his work of creation being finished, he has
little more to give. Gratitude, in the sense of thankful-
ness for past favours, is not commonly expressed by
the people; though in the sense of expectation of
favours to come it is not so uncommon.

Untruthfulness is a very common vice. Of this there
can be no doubt in the minds of those who come into
personal contact with the people. Among the villagers
in some parts of the country, where there is a stronger
physique and greater personal bravery, and also amongst
the aborigines who inhabit the hills, this general state-
ment would not apply; but of the Bengali it is abso-
lutely true. A gentleman who has lived in the closest
intimacy with all classes, and knows their language and
habits well, declares that when a question is asked, the
full bearing of which on themselves or those connected